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Poverty

ONE in FIVE people around the world survives on less than $1 USD per day.

Being poor is not just about having no money. It can mean not having enough to eat or a roof over your head, being in poor health, and having little or no education. It can mean feeling powerless to change your life, and not being able to control what happens to you.

EFFECTS ON CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE
Children and young people are particularly affected by and vulnerable to poverty. This is partly because they have less power to fight it, have less knowledge of or access to the means to overcome it, or they are on the receiving end of family poverty.  Being born underweight, given little or bad quality food and little or no education can prevent children from developing properly. Poverty can also force them to work instead of going to school, or make them suffer because of their parents’ depression or alcoholism, brought on by poverty and despair.
FACTS

• About 600 million children in the world live on less than US$1 a day

• At least 250 million children under 15 have to work

• More than 130 million children of primary school age – 60 per cent of them girls –

don’t get a basic education
· Five million severely malnourished children die every year.
CAUSES OF POVERTY

The underlying reasons for poverty can include war or armed conflict, natural disasters, population growth, debt, poor government planning, limited job opportunities, as well as inequalities linked to race, gender, age or disability. Poverty is at the root of most problems facing children today – even those that seem to have nothing to do with it, like HIV/AIDS, violence, or disability. When parents fall ill with HIV/AIDS, children often have to quit school to support the family and care for their parents because their governments can’t afford to provide proper health care. Their poverty gets worse if they become orphans. Every day, 8,500 children are themselves infected with HIV.

CHILD POVERTY IN CANADA

Poverty isn’t just found in southern, or developing countries. Many people are poor in the Canada and other northern, industrialized countries too. Relatively speaking, this poverty may not be as harsh. But it is similar because it denies people opportunities to develop their abilities, blocks their access to essential resources like education and healthcare, and ultimately excludes them from society. Poverty shuts people out.
“IT COULD NEVER HAPPEN TO ME, OR COULD IT?” In Canada today
:

! ONE out of every SIX children are poor.

! More than ONE MILLION children live in poverty 
! ONE in THREE of all children in Canada have been exposed to poverty
! 5 million Canadians live below the poverty line - 1.4 million are children
Fifteen years ago the Canadian Government decided to eliminate poverty among Canadian children by the year 2000." However in 2004 more than one million children, or nearly one child in six, still live in poverty in Canada. Not only is Canada's record on child poverty actually worse than it was in 1989, Canada's rate of poverty jumped for the first time in 2002, following five straight years of decline.

 War & Armed Conflict
ONE in FOUR children worldwide live in a dangerous situation.

In the last decade; over two million children haven died due to attacks against civilians or as part of a calculated genocide, over 6 million have been permanently disabled or seriously injured, over 1 million have been orphaned or separated from their families, 12 million have been left homeless as a result of armed conflicts; and countless others have been forced to witness or take part in horrifying acts of violence.

Most of today's wars are not being fought between states, but are civil wars and in many cases religious and ethnic ties are being manipulated to heighten feelings of aggression against civilians including children. Thus children are increasingly targets opposed to incidental casualties of war. Battles being fought within villages and street combat have resulted in the proportion of victims to leap from 5% to over 90% in the last decade - half of these victims being children.

The rapid social change which often precedes or accompanies war leads to a breakdown in the family, government, economic and community support systems which are essential to a child's survival and development.  Conflict situations often results in impeded access of civilian populations to humanitarian assistance, causing more children to die from violence, malnutrition, diarrhea, and preventable diseases than as a direct result of fighting.  In poor countries where children are already vulnerable to malnutrition and disease, the onset of armed conflict can increase death rates by up to 24 times — with those under five years of age at particular risk. Another severe problem which all children and specifically girls face during armed conflicts is a heightened use of rape, sexual humiliation, prostitution and other forms of gender-based violence as a weapon of war.

Consequently, 10 million children worldwide suffer lasting psychological damage as a result of the loss of their families or from exposure to violence, killings, bombings, maiming of parents, siblings and others by soldiers, landmines, horrific beatings and rape.  Furthermore many children are consumed by guilt for not being able to prevent or do more – angry that the villains got away, or harbor grief and bitterness.

Effects on Children 
Children depend on others for care and protection when war or disaster strikes. In any emergency, children are always the most vulnerable - less able to fend for themselves, are at risk of being separated from their families, they are more susceptible to hunger and illness, and risk being recruited to fight adults' wars. In any emergency, one of the first casualties is the healthy development of children.

Children have particular needs in emergencies, which fall into three main categories: 

· Material (such as shelter, food and health) 

· Developmental (such as schooling and play) 

· Emotional (protection and psychological healing)
 

 Education

125 million children have no access to primary education - two-thirds of them are girls
Basic education is a fundamental human right, however over 125 million children have never been to school. Education is a life-long process that begins at birth and takes place in the family and community as much as in school. It's about helping children to acquire knowledge, skills and attitudes that will be useful throughout their lives. Education also unlocks children's potential and contributes to the development of societies generally. But millions of children around the world are missing out on even the most basic education.

Access to Education

Poverty prevents many children from getting an education. Families often can't afford school fees, uniforms and equipment like books and pens that children need to go to school. Many children also have to work to boost their families' incomes, and they don't have time for school. And some countries simply can't afford to run effective education systems. Sometimes school systems also marginalize or exclude particular children, such as girls, disabled children, child workers, children from minority groups and children living in isolated areas.

Quality Education

It is vital that children's education is of good quality, useful and relevant to their lives. Too often schools emphasize rote learning and the memorizing of facts rather than enhancing children's ability to learn. Discipline in some schools can also be overly harsh, which prompts children to drop out, or discourages them from going to school in the first place. 

Greatest Needs Facing Children 

Major impediments to increased school attendance have been found to include: 
	· Limited access to textbooks and supplies 

· Low parental interest in the need for education 

· Irrelevant curriculum 
	· Gender or ethnic discrimination
· Distance to schools 

· Child work 

· Corporal punishment in the classroom
 


Educating Girls 

Education is vital to ensuring a better quality of life for all children and a better world for all people.  But if girls are left behind, those goals can never be achieved. Two-thirds of the world's illiterate adults are women. Significantly more girls than boys enrolled in the first grade fail to complete the first cycle of primary school. Social traditions and deeply-rooted religious and cultural beliefs are most often the barriers to increasing girls' educational opportunities in developing countries around the world. 

In country after country, educating girls yields spectacular social benefits for the current generation and those to come. An educated girl tends to marry later and have fewer children. The children she does have will be more likely to survive; they will be better nourished and better educated. She will be more productive at home and better paid in the workplace. She will be better able to protect herself against HIV/AIDS and to assume a more active role in social, economic, cultural and political decision-making throughout her life. The statistics say it all: 

· 65 of the 121 million children in the world who are not in school are girls. 

· In Sub-Saharan Africa, 24 million girls were out of school in 2002. 

· 83% of all girls out of school live in Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, East Asia and the Pacific. 

Refugees


There are currently 40 million refugees and internally displaced persons worldwide
.

Refugees are people who are forced to leave their home country to seek protection in another country. The term "refugee" is commonly used to describe a person seeking protection from harm. However, the legal definition of a refugee (the definition that is used by countries to decide if they will offer protection to the individual) is narrower. 

Most countries, including Canada, use the definition from the 1951 Geneva Convention relating to the status of refugees, commonly known as the "Refugee Convention".
 

A refugee is a person who "owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group, or politica/non-political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality, and is unable to or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country..." The 1951 Geneva Convention relating to the Status of Refugees
[image: image10.emf]
At the end of 2002, around 13 million people were seeking protection outside of their own countries, many having fled to escape violent and bloody conflicts and repression. The majority of these people were women and children. Often irresponsible arms sales fuelled the wars and grave human rights abuses that forced them from their homes, destroyed their lives and livelihoods, and condemned them to poverty. Refugees are particularly vulnerable to armed violence. 

During the Rwandan conflict in 1994, refugee camps were repeatedly attacked by armed political groups, and countless refugees were killed, tortured, abducted, and raped as they fled from one camp to another trying to avoid the violence. At least once, in an attempt to frighten refugees into leaving, a helicopter gun-ship flew low over a camp and launched an attack resulting in deaths and injuries.

Violence Against Women

What is Violence Against Women?  Violence against women deals with ‘gender-based’ violence towards women. By this we mean:

· Violence that happens to a woman because she is a woman; e.g. forced abortions or forced pregnancies, rape, female infanticide or domestic abuse.

· Violence that particularly affects women more than any other group; e.g. violence against women in the family

What other examples are there of the forms violence against women can take? Whether physical, sexual or emotional abuse from partners or relatives, violence against women can take place:

· In the community (e.g. rape or sexual abuse, selling women into slavery, prostitution, forced marriages.)

· At the hands of the state (e.g. violence against women carried out by officials like the police, prison guards, or soldiers such as torture in custody, violence by officials against refugee women or rape by government forces during armed conflict. Here we also include violence against women that is ‘condoned’ by the state meaning that the state ‘overlooks’ the crime and doesn’t make any effort to punish the people who carried out the violence.

How common is Violence Against Women? According to 50 surveys from around the world at least ONE out of every THREE women in the world has been beaten, forced into sex, or otherwise abused (such as emotionally) in her lifetime. Usually the abuser is a member of her family or someone known to her.

Does it happen in only certain parts of the world or to certain groups of women? No! Many people think that violence against women only happens in other countries, other cultures or just when people are poor or have drug or alcohol problems. This just isn’t the case. 

Violence Against Women in Conflict

· Violence against women such as rape, kidnap, torture and murder is often a deliberate tactic by armed forces in order to create fear, because of the communities certain women may represent or because their male relatives are activists or community leaders.

· When fleeting for safety women and girls are particularly vulnerable to rape and other gender-based violence.

· When women and girls do manage to reach a refugee camp they are not always better off. Camps are often built in dangerous places, near war zones for example which make women extra vulnerable. There are sometimes armed attacks on refugee camps
· Over 50% of women experienced some sort of sexual violence during the conflict in Sierra Leone, Africa in 1999.  Many were forced into slavery.

Violence against women after conflicts have ended

· The easy availability of weapons as a result of the conflict makes violence, such as rape, an easy option.  During the conflict in the 1990’s in Bosnia and Kosovo local police were bribed not to arrest the people who were trafficking women to the area to be sold into slavery and prostitution.

· Systems that could help support women or punish people for committing acts of violence such as law courts rarely exist straight after wars. This makes is easy for violence to be committed without punishment.

· Women are often take into post conflict areas and sold into prostitution or slavery (trafficking of women).

Violence Against Women in the Family: For many women and girls the home is far from the safe place it should be. Violence in the family can take many forms. It can include violence such as a physical and sexual abuse or even rape. Someone may be controlling her movements, not letting her see friends, not letting her out of the house or depriving her of money for food and healthcare. Family violence is an ongoing pattern of violence and abuse. The victim is especially vulnerable because she shares her home with her attacker and may have feeling of loyalty or even love her attacker.

“It is impossible for a woman to complain about forced marriage… If she complains the family will kill her.” - A woman in Afghanistan interviewed by Amnesty International.

Violence against women in the family can also include being forced into marriage at an early age. “Honor killings” come under this category too; this is when family members kill a person, usually a woman, if they feel she had done something to dishonor the family not behaved as they think a women should behave; e.g. if she gets pregnant whilst not being married.

“I was very, very frightened of him. So you get to the point where you like with it, it becomes a normal pattern of like, you adapt, you cope, you hide it”. Loraine - a British woman regularly beaten by her partner for 8 years before telling anyone

How common is violence against women in the family?

The statistics on the scale of violence against women are shocking. Evidence shows that all countries and cultures are affected by violence in the family. Here are just a few facts from around the world about family violence

	USA: domestic violence is the largest threat to women, more than rape, car accidents and muggings combined according to the Surgeon General.
	Pakistan: there were more than 100 “honor killings” in 1998 according to the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan.
	Bangladesh: women who are killed by their husbands account for 50% of all murders.



	RUSSIA: nearly 40 women die each day at the hands of their partners.
	Namibia: ONE in FIVE violent crimes occur within the family.
	England and Wales: almost 2 women a week are killed as a result of domestic violence.


Why does violence against women happen?

Discrimination & inequality: Discrimination is the root cause of violence against women. Women are commonly denied equality with men in all areas of life. In most cultures women’s roles are often viewed as having less political, economic, social and cultural value than those of men, a process that has been happening for centuries. This keeps men in a position of power and violence is often used in order to reinforce this position.  So whilst discrimination against women continues to exist, violence against women is more likely to be tolerated, justified or goes unpunished.  Discrimination and inequality are at the root of violence against women.

Culture: Discrimination is also linked to culture and society. The cultures we live in define women’s roles in society.  Whilst come cultures are increasingly supporting and promoting women’s human rights, some customs, traditions and religious values in many societies are being used to justify violence against women.  However, virtually every culture in the world contains forms of violence against women – many of these are seen as ‘normal’ or at least are tolerated. Even in countries where there are laws to help protect women, tolerance of violence can be found.  In 2002 a man from Jordan was sentenced to just 12 months for the murder of his sister. He had killed her when he found out that she had been pregnant when she married her husband. The court decided to reduce the man’s sentence because they considered that his sister had damaged the family’s reputation.  The belief that violence against women, particularly in the family, is a private matter makes it more difficult to try and stop the violence. It is not a private matter it concerns everyone.  

Conflicts: There is a link between the amount of violence in the family and community in areas that are in conflict. Tensions in the home case are often increased when there is a conflict going on.  At the same time when there is conflict, people tend to focus on the conflict, which means that violence against women in the family is overlooked. Sometimes conflict in the community is given as a justification of violence against women in the home. Violence against women during conflicts can also be used deliberately to create fear in a community.

Governments failing to take action: If the government fails to protect women from violence or to punish those who carry it out, violence against women is more likely to continue, as people know they won’t get punished and so they can get away with it. Society and the government therefore end-up tolerating violence.

Poverty: Poverty leaves some women more at risk to violence. It is very difficult for a women living in poverty to escape violent situations or to get protection. Poverty and illiteracy (being unable to read or write) means it is harder for women to organize themselves to fight for change. However it is important to remember that it is not just women living in poverty that are living in violence, it can happen to all women everywhere.

Violence against women is a human rights issue!

Violence against women is a human rights abuse. This is an important point to remember as often certain types of violence against women, particularly that which takes place in the family is often still considered to be ‘just’ a crime or a private matter.  In fact when a women suffers gender-based violence many of her basic human rights can be affected. These are some of the human rights found in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights that can be often abused in violence against women cases:

· The right to life

· The right to liberty

· The right to liberty and security of person

· The right to equal protection under the law

· The right to be free from all forms of discrimination

· The right to the highest standard attainable of physical and mental health
· The right not to be subjected to torture, or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. 

Early Marriage
The practice of girls marrying at a young age is most common in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia. However, in the Middle East, North Africa and other parts of Asia, marriage at or shortly after puberty is common among some groups. There are also parts of West and East Africa and of South Asia where marriages much earlier than puberty are not unusual.

It is hard to know the number of early marriages as so many are unregistered and unofficial. There are exceptions such as Bangladesh, where a survey in 1996-97 reported that five per cent of 10 to 14 year-olds were married. 

Small-scale studies and anecdotal information fill in the picture. They imply that marriage at a very young age is wide-spread:

· A 1998 survey in the Indian state of Madhya Pradesh found that nearly 14% of girls were married between the ages of 10 and 14.

  

· In Ethiopia and in parts of West Africa, marriage at the age of seven or eight is not uncommon. 

· In Kebbi State in northern Nigeria, the average age of marriage for girls is just over 11 years, against a national average of 17. 

Parents choose to marry off their daughters early for a number of reasons. Poor families may regard a young girl as an economic burden and her marriage as a necessary survival strategy for her family. They may think that early marriage offers protection for their daughter from the dangers of sexual assault, or more generally, offers the care of a male guardian. Early marriage may also be seen as a strategy to avoid girls becoming pregnant outside marriage. 

Gender discrimination can also underpin early marriage. Girls may be married young to ensure obedience and subservience within their husband’s household and to maximize their childbearing.

Early marriage can have serious harmful consequences for children, including:

Denial of education: Once married, girls tend not to go to school.

Health problems: These include premature pregnancies, which cause higher rates of maternal and infant mortality. Teenage girls are also more vulnerable to sexually-transmitted infections, including HIV/AIDS.

Abuse: This is common in child marriages. In addition, children who refuse to marry or who choose a marriage partner against the wishes of their parents are often punished or even killed by their families in so-called ‘honour killings.’ 

Child Labor
At least 250 million children under the age of 15 are working worldwide and nearly 60 million of them work in hazardous conditions.

An estimated 250 million children are engaged in child labor. Of those, almost three-quarters (171 million) work in hazardous situations or conditions, such as working in mines, working with chemicals and pesticides in agriculture or working with dangerous machinery. They are everywhere but invisible, toiling as domestic servants in homes, laboring behind the walls of workshops, hidden from view in plantations. 

Millions of girls work as domestic servants and unpaid household help and are especially vulnerable to exploitation and abuse. Millions of others work under horrific circumstances. They may be trafficked (1.2 million), forced into debt bondage or other forms of slavery (5.7 million), into prostitution and pornography (1.8 million), into participating in armed conflict (0.3 million) or other illicit activities (0.6 million).  However, the vast majority of child laborers – 70 per cent or more – work in agriculture.

Regional estimates indicate that:
· The Asian and Pacific regions harbor the largest number of child workers in the five to 14 age group, 127.3 million in total. (19 per cent of children work in the region.) 

· Sub-Saharan Africa has an estimated 48 million child workers. Almost one child in three (29 per cent) below the age of 15 works. 

· Latin America and the Caribbean have approximately 17.4 million child workers. (16 per cent of children work in the region). 

· Fifteen per cent of children work in the Middle East and North Africa. 

· Approximately 2.5 million children are working in industrialized and transition economies.    

Child Work Versus Child Labor: 

Child Work: Children’s participation in economic activity – that does not negatively affect their health and development or interfere with education, can be positive. Work that does not interfere with education (light work) is permitted from the age of 12 years under the International Labor Organization (ILO) Convention 138.

Child Labor: This is more narrowly defined and refers to children working in contravention of the above standards. This means all children below 12 years of age working in any economic activities, those ages 12 to 14 years engaged in harmful work, and all children engaged in the worst forms of child labor.  The most extreme and atrocious forms of child labor involve children being enslaved, forcibly recruited, prostituted, trafficked, forced into illegal activities and exposed to hazardous work.

Arms Trade 

ARMS FUEL POVERTY AND SUFFERING 

Every day, millions of men, women, and children are living in fear of armed violence. Every minute, one of them is killed. From the gang violence of Rio de Janeiro in Brazil and Los Angeles, California in the United States, to the civil wars of Liberia and Indonesia; arms are out of control. 

The uncontrolled production and misuse of arms by government forces and armed groups takes a massive human toll in lost lives, lost livelihoods, and lost opportunities to escape poverty. An average of 22 billion (US) dollars a year is spent on arms by countries in Africa, Asia, the Middle East, and Latin America - a sum that would otherwise enable those same countries to be on track to meet the United Nations’ declared Millennium Development Goals of achieving universal primary education (estimated at $10 billion a year) as well as targets for reducing infant and maternal mortality (estimated at $12 billion a year). 

ARMS ARE OUT OF CONTROL

The 'war on terror' should have focused political will to prevent arms falling into the wrong hands. Instead, since the attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon on 11 September 2001, some suppliers have relaxed their controls in order to arm newfound allies against 'terrorism', irrespective of their disregard for international human rights and humanitarian law. Despite the damage that they cause, there is still no binding, comprehensive, international law to control the export of conventional arms. 

At the same time, we are seeing a long-term change, as guns are becoming an integral part of life - and therefore an increasingly common instrument of death - in more communities and cities around the world.  The carrying and use of increasingly lethal weaponry is becoming the norm. 

WHO GETS HURT IN THE ARMS TRADE? 

It is men, especially young men, who are the most common perpetrators and the most common victims of gun violence, in times of both war and ‘peace’. In Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, young men are 24 times more likely than women to be killed by firearms; in Colombia they are 14 times more likely to die of gunshot wounds. 

Nevertheless, women have been killed and injured in great numbers by shooting and bombing in armed conflict. Women and girls made up a high proportion of the victims when armed forces drove hundreds of thousands of refugees from camps in the Great Lakes Region (in Africa) in 1996 and deliberately executed refugees en masse. 

The young are not spared. Children have become targets in drug wars, in political and gang-related killing, in civil and international wars, and as victims of police brutality. In Honduras, at least 1,817 street children have been killed over the last five years. 73 interviews with a group of Croatian refugee children in 1992 revealed that 85% had experienced shooting, 67% shelling, and 24% bombing.
 

Landmines

It is estimated that there are more than 110 million active mines – one land mine for every 20 children.
Landmines affect more than 80 countries and kill 15,000-20,000 people each year.

· Every month over 2,000 people are killed or maimed by mine explosions. Most of the casualties are civilians who are killed or injured after hostilities have ended.[image: image1.png]



· For every mine cleared, 20 are laid in its place. In 1994, approximately 100,000 were removed, while an additional 2 million were planted.[image: image2.png]



· Children are more vulnerable to the landmines due to their behavior, curiosity, the jobs they perform (such as firewood or water collection, herding livestock and scavenging) and their smaller size making them unable to survive substantial blood loss. 

· Anti-personnel mines are priced at $3 to $30 each. The cost to the international community of neutralizing them ranges from $300 to $1000.[image: image3.png]



· The cost to remove all 110 million active mines is estimated at approximately $33 billion. Many experts believe that under current conditions it would take more than 1,100 years to clear the entire world of mines—provided that no additional mines are planted.[image: image4.png]



· Land mine usage has dramatically increased over the past 20 years with an emphasis on its potential as a weapon to terrorize civilians. Mines are used to deny access to or usage of farmlands, irrigation channels, roads, waterways and public utilities.[image: image5.png]



· Land mine victims need blood transfusions twice as often as people injured by bullets or fragments. The number of units of blood required to operate on patients with mine injuries is between 2 and 6 times greater than that needed by other war casualties.

· Surgical care and the fitting of an orthopedic appliance cost about $3,000 per amputee in developing countries. This means a total expenditure of $750 million for the 250,000 amputees registered worldwide by the United Nations.[image: image6.png]



· Manual mine clearance is extremely dangerous currently accidents occur at a rate of one every 1-2,000 mines destroyed.[image: image7.png]



· Buried landmines can remain active for over 50 years. The threat they pose thus lingers long after hostilities have ceased. Mines maim and kill tens of thousands of people each year, most of them women and children.[image: image8.png]



· In addition to inflicting physical and psychological damage on civilians, landmines disrupt social services, threaten food security by preventing thousands of hectares of productive land from being farmed, and hinder the return and resettlement of refugees and displaced persons.

· Cambodia has the highest rate of disablement in the world due to landmines (killing a minimum of 300 people each month) with 7 million plus mines in the country equaling two mines for every child. Similarly Angola suffers from 100 plus deaths from landmines per month and has 20,000 plus amputees.
Child Soldiers

More than 300,000 children participate in more than 30 ongoing conflicts around the world. 

· Child soldiers range in age from 5 - 17.6 years old

· In Burma, there are approximately 70,000 children in Myanmar’s (Burmese) government armed forces.

· In Uganda, more than 20,000 children have been abducted by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) since May 2002

· Between 1986 and 1996 alone, 2 million children were killed in armed conflict and over 6 million children were injured.

· In past conflicts, 80% to 90% of casualties were adult soldiers; today, 80% to 90% of casualties are women and children.

Child Soldier: “Any child – girl or boy – under the age of 18, who is part of any kind of regular or irregular armed force or armed group, including but not limited to combatants, cooks, porters, messengers, and anyone accompanying such groups other than as family members. This includes girls recruited and/or forced marriage.” - UNICEF

CHILD SOLDIERS IN THE WORLD TODAY


Image courtesy of the Campaign to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers

Among the worst offenders today are the Lord’s Resistance Army (Uganda), National Army (Myanmar), and the guerilla rebels (Colombia).

UNDERSTANDING DEFINITIONS

Disarmament: 


Removing all weapons from child soldiers.


Demobilization: 


The point at which the child leaves military life


Rehabilitation & Reintegration: 
Prepares the child for life without war.

WHY ARE THERE CHILD SOLDIERS?
Child soldiers increase the number of fighters. They are more easily manipulated and controlled. They follow orders readily and are less likely to question or refuse a command. Their physical frames are small, allowing them to hide in tight quarters. People do not typically suspect children so they slip through many security checks unexamined. In addition, the advancement in weaponry technology has created lighter weapons that children are able to carry, like the AK-47 and M-16, which are light and easily handled by children. These weapons are also cheap, selling for as little as $6 each in some African countries.

WHO IS USED AND WHICH CHILDREN ARE AFFECTED?

The children most susceptible to conscription by government and rebel forces are the marginalized children in society. Children in extreme poverty may volunteer out of desperation for food and shelter, and are often less able to refuse conscription. Children without identification papers are vulnerable because it would be hard for them to be found by their family.  Orphans and children with weak family structures may seek out protection from military groups. Children living in conflict zones are susceptible to kidnapping (such as the LRA in Northern Uganda). Children living in refugee camps tend to be extremely militarized and are much more vulnerable to falling under the control of rebel or government armies. Sometimes children are forced to join under threat to their family or community.

HOW ARE THEY AFFECTED?

Children are affected by war physically, emotionally, and socially. They often suffer higher casualties than adults because of their lack of experience and immaturity to handle the situations they are forced to live in. Because of their immaturity and/or drug use, they can be less cautious and often unaware of their own mortality. Sometimes, children become physically disabled. The violence they experience often scars them emotionally and psychologically. Children complain of nightmares, sleeplessness, bedwetting, eating disorders, and inability to concentrate. Children familiar with the life of a soldier tend to be unable to cope in a peaceful society. They do not know what is right or wrong because they never received social instruction within civil society. Child soldiers often suffer from drug and alcohol addictions they may have developed while fighting. Even if the child is rehabilitated into society, he or she often finds it difficult to adjust: hands used to holding AK-47s are unable to grasp a pencil and write a name; and children used to walking on patrol for years, do not remember how to sit still.

WHAT IS BEING DONE TO STOP THE USE OF CHILD SOLDIERS?

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), whose principles and aims are included within the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms (CCRF), was adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations in 1989. Article 38 of the CRC protects children under the age of 15 from recruitment and participation in armed military forces. Article 7 of the CRC mandates the provision of an official birth certificate from the State, which helps to prevent underage recruitment and conscription. The CRC has been ratified by every country aside from Somalia and the United States. On May 25, 2000, the Optional Protocol to the CRC on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict was adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations. The Protocol raised the age of direct participation in conflict and compulsory recruitment by governments from 15 to 18. The Protocol also prohibits non-governmental armed groups from recruiting soldiers under the age of 18, or using them in hostilities.

	Hunger


NINE MYTHS ABOUT HUNGER

At least 700 million people do not have enough to eat. Hunger is not a myth - but myths about hunger keep us from ending it. 

Poll students about why they think hunger exists in both Canada and overseas. Many of their answers will link to popular myths listed below
Myth 1:
There's not enough food to go round 
Reality:
There's enough food in the world to make most people fat! 

Myth 2:
Nature's to blame 

Reality:
Food is always available for those who can afford it - starvation in hard times hits only the poorest, when natural events are the final push over the brink. 

Myth 3:
There are too many people 

Reality: 
Birth rates are falling rapidly worldwide; nowhere does population size explain hunger. 

Myth 4:
It's a trade-off: the environment or food 

Reality:
Industrial farming can ruin our soil and undercut our food production sources. Environmentally sound farming can be more productive than destructive ones.

Myth 5:
The Green Revolution is the answer 

Reality:
The Green Revolution (using pesticides and biotechnology) increased productivity in the 1960s and 1970s. But new technology doesn't challenge inequality, which is the root cause of hunger. 

Myth 6:
We need big farms 

Reality:
Small farmers get four to five times more output from each acre of land than big farms. 

Myth 7:
The free market can end hunger 

Reality:
The free market only works when poor people have money to buy food. 

Myth 8:
Free trade is the answer 

Reality:
Many poorer countries grow more and more food for selling to richer countries. This means less food is produced for locals and hunger continues. 

Myth 9:
The victims are too hungry to fight for their rights 

Reality:
Wherever people are suffering, they're also fighting for their rights. People in the rich world can help solve the problems that stop people in poorer countries from having their rights respected. 

Definitions 


An asylum seeker is someone who has left his or her own country, but who has not been recognized as a refugee. 


A refugee is someone who has left their own country and is unable to return to it "owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion".


An internally displaced person (IDP) is someone who has left their home in fear of persecution but who has not crossed an international border. 


An immigrant is someone who moves to a foreign country as a permanent resident. Legal immigrants get permission to live in a country, whilst illegal immigrants cross the border unofficially and are not registered. 


A migrant is someone who moves from one place to another, either within or outside his or her own country. Many are called 'economic' migrants as they have moved because of poverty.











� Save the Children UK	


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.campaign2000.ca/rc/index.html" �� Campaign 2000: 2004 Report Card on Child Poverty in Canada�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.campaign2000.ca" ��Make Poverty History�


� UNICEF


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.savethechildren.ca" ��Save the Children Canada�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.savethechildren.ca" ��Save the Children�


� UNICEF


� United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 2005


� Amnesty International � HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.ca" ��www.amnesty.ca� 


� Amnesty International Canada: Stop Violence Against Women


� UNICEF


� UNICEF


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.controlarms.org" ��www.controlarms.org� 


� United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR 2005)


� Youth Advocate Program International


�  Save the Children UK
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